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m     ROBERTSON  MARTIN 


FIFTY  EAST  FORTY-SECOND  STREET      t      NEW  YORK      *       MURRAY  H  ILL  2-0721 


February  28,  1944 


Secretary,  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Building 
Fort  Vfayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Sir: 

We  used  the  quotation:  "I  am  not  bound 
to  win  .  .  ."on  the  cover  of  Priorities  (enclosed) 
and  have  been  asked  "where"  thi3  appears  in  any  of 
Lincoln's  speeohes.    Frankly,  we  copied  it  from  a 
wall  motto  somewhere  but  now  that  we've  been  asked 
to  identify  it,  we  are  stumped. 

I  understand  you  maintain  a  rather  com- 
plete reference  file  on  Lincoln  quotations.  Can 
you  help  us  out  of  this  dilemma?    Your  kind  coopera- 
tion will  be  deeply  appreciated. 


Cordially  yours, 


Robertson  Martin 
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Issued  at  420  Lexington  Avenue,  New  York  17,  N.  Y.  by 

Prior   Chemical  Corporation 

and  mailed  to  a  limited  group  of  involuntary  subscribers 


am  not  bound  to  win, 


but  I  am  bound  to  be  true. 
I  am  not  bound  to  succeed, 
but  I  am  bound  to  live  up 
to  what  light  I  have.  I  must 
stand  by  anybody  that 
stands  right — stand  with 
him  while  he  is  right  and 
part  with  him  when  he  goes 
wrong. 

Abraham  Lincoln 
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March  2,  19^ 


Mr0  Bobertson  Jfcvrtin 
50  E.  42nd  Ms. 
Sew  York,  K.  Y. 

Dear  Mr.  Martin: 

Vhile  I  hay©  often  seen  the  first  part 
of  your  quotation  t  am  not  bound  to  win  .  .  , " 
I  have  never  been  able  to  find  it  in  any  of  Lincoln's 
writings. 

The  last  part  of  your  statement,  however, 
is  authentic  but  it  should  be  found  in  the  following 
form  "Stand  with  anybody  th^t  stands  right,  stand  with 
him  while  he  is  right  and  talk-  with  him  when  he  goes 
wrong,"   This  is  taken  from  the  speech  delivered  at 
TJrbana,  Illinois  ©n  October  2k,  1854.  (^3z. 


If  we  find  any  further  information  about  the 
first  part  of  your  quotation  we  will  be  happy  to  advise 
you. 


Very  truly  yours, 


LAJf:vff 


Director 


t 


NEW  YORK  UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY  OF  THE  SCHOOL  OF  LAW 
WASHINGTON  SQUARE,  NEW  YORK  3,  N.Y. 


ADDRESS  ALL  CORRESPONDENCE 
TO  THE  LIBRARIAN 


TELEPHONE:  SPRING  7-2000 


September  14,  1950 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

c/o  National  Life  Insurance  Company 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


My  dear  Dr.  Warren: 

On  page  1726  of  the  Home  Book  of  Quotations »  edited  by 
Burton  Stevenson,  published  in  1937  by  Dodd,  Mead  &  Company,  New 
York,  appears  the  following: 

Q-Uls  ^fv\  They  say  that  if  you  do  this  you  will  be  standing  with 

^   T"M-     )  -the  Abolitionists.    I  say  stand  with  anybody  that  stands 
f!^^r'P^(  right.    Stand  with  him  while  he  is  right  and  part  with 
v  him  when  he  goes  wrong. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  Speech,  Peoria,  111.,  16  Oct.,  1854.  1 
^~~The  following,  attributed  to  Lincoln,  bjat_no_t_f^und, 
is  probably  based  upon  the  above  speech:  "I  am  not 
bound  to  win,  but  I  am  bound  to  be  true.    I  am  not 
bound  to  succeed,  but  I  am  bound  to  live  up  to  what 
light  I  have.    I  must  stand  with  anybody  that  stands 
right #>  stand  with  him  while  he  stands  right,  and 
part  company  with  him  when  he  goes  wrong."  ^  


On  examining  the  speeches  and  works  of  Lincoln,  I  cannot 
locate  the  source  of  such  statement  attributed  to  Lincoln. 

I  hope  I  am  not  presumptuous  in  submitting  my  query  to  you. 
It  is  my  thought  that  with  your  vast  knowledge  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
you  may  have  this  information. 


Many  thanks. 


Yours  Sincerely, 

(Mrs.)  Fannie  J.  Klein 
Legal  Reference  Librarian 


FJK:yc 


Septecibcr  22,  1950 


Mrs.  Fannie  J.  Klein 
Legal  Reference  Librarian 

Library  of  the  School  of  Law 
Jfew  York  University 
Washington  Square 
Hew  York,  3,  Sew  York 

tfy  dear  Mre»  Idein: 

First  port  of  the  quo  station  which  you  desire 
information  about  "I  son  not  bound  to  win,  but  I  an 
bound  to  be  true.    I  am  not  bound  to  succeed,  but  I 
as  bound  to  live  up  to  what  light  I  have" ,    we  cannot 
find  in  any  of  Lincoln's  writings. 

the  last  part  of  the  quotation  as  follows 
"stand  with  anybody  that  stands  right.   Stand  with  hflia 
while  he  is  right,  and  part  wl  :b  him  when  he  goes  wrong'/ 
is  found  in  the  speech  Lincoln  delivered  at  tfrbana,  Illinois 
on  October  2h,  iB^k*    See  volume  XI  Hertz,  page  652. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWsJK 


Director 
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Obama  wasn't  quoting  Abe;  he  was  quoting  ... 

...  Hiram  Johnson? 

I've  had  some  fun  on  my  own  hook  with  people  using  bogus  Abraham  Lincoln  quotations.  But  it  seemed  to  me  that  when  the 
president  falls  for  a  fake  quote  -  as  President  Obama  did  in  his  health-care  pep  talk  Saturday  —  it's  a  little  more  significant 
than  when  an  anonymous  Internet  bozo  does  the  same  thing. 

So  I  did  something  I've  never  done  before.  I  asked  Springfield's  two  most  prominent  Lincoln  experts  —  Illinois  State 
Historian  Tom  Schwartz  and  University  of  Illinois  Springfield  professor,  Abe  biographer  and  2010  Lincoln  Prize  winner 
Michael  Burlingame  —  what  they  could  tell  me  about  the  quote  Obama  used  (and  which  he  said  came  from  the  "really  nice" 
White  House  library).  The  quote,  of  course,  was: 

"I  am  not  bound  to  win,  but  I  am  bound  to  be  true.  I  am  not  bound  to  succeed,  but  I  am  bound  to  live  by  the  light  that  I 
have." 

Here's  what  they  said: 
Burlingame  was  to  the  point: 

"The  quote  is  bogus.  California  Governor  Hiram  Johnson  seems  to  have  originated  it.  " 

Burlingame  included  a  link  to  a  1914  speech  by  Johnson,  as  reported  in  a  publication  called  the  California  Outlook  (if  you 
follow  the  link,  look  in  the  middle  column,  third  paragraph  below  the  boldfaced  "Had...").  Johnson  claimed  the  quotation 
came  from  Abe's  speech  to  a  May  29,  1856  convention  in  Bloomington  that  led  to  formation  of  the  Illinois  Republican 
Party. 

The  extra  tantalizing  factor  here  is  that  the  Bloomington  speech  is  known  as  Abe's  "Lost  Speech"  because  no  transcript  of 
his  comments  exist.  That's  either  because  (Version  1)  reporters  were  so  carried  away  by  Abe's  eloquence  that  they  forgot  to 
take  notes  or  (Version  2)  that  Lincoln  denounced  slavery  so  violently  that  publication  of  the  speech  might  have  endangered 
the  Union.  (Henry  Clay  Whitney,  a  Chicago  lawyer,  in  1896  published  what  purported  to  be  the  text  of  the  Lost  Speech.  Paul 
Angle  and  others  later  debunked  Whitney's  story,  but  the  Whitney  version  doesn't  include  the  Johnson/Obama  wording 
anyway.) 

In  his  response  to  me,  Schwartz  suggested  another  possible  source  where  the  Obama  team  might  have  come  across  the  quote. 
But  he  also  added  some  context  —  plus  a  nicely  pointed  suggestion  for  how  the  president  can  avoid  similar  mistakes  in  the 
future: 

""Attributed  to  Abraham  Lincoln'"  is  undoubtedly  correct  since  it  is  all  over  the  Internet  attributed  to  Lincoln.  But  was  it 
uttered  by  Abraham  Lincoln?  On  this  point,  it  is  extremely  doubtful. 

"Having  written  about  spurious  and  questionable  Lincoln  quotes  for  almost  two  decades,  this  one  is  all  over  the  Internet. 
You  can  find  it  on  postcards  from  the  early  1900s,  so  it  has  been  around. 

"The  first  part:  T  am  not  bound  to  win,  but  I  am  bound  to  be  true.  I  am  not  bound  to  succeed,  but  I  am  bound  to  live  by  the 
light  that  I  have, '  is  not  found  in  either  THE  COLLECTED  WORKS  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  or  THE  RECOLLECTED 
WORDS  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN.  Nothing  close  to  it  can  be  found  in  Lincoln 's  writings. 

"A  longer  version  is  also  found:  T  am  not  bound  to  win,  but  I  am  bound  to  be  true.  I  am  not  bound  to  succeed,  but  I  am 
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bound  to  live  by  the  light  that  I  have.  I  must  stand  with  anybody  that  stands  right.  I  must  stand  with  him  while  he  is  right, 
and  I  must  part  with  him  when  he  is  wrong. '  This  last  section  is  found  in  Abraham  Lincoln 's  Peoria  Speech,  October  16, 
1854. 

"The  only  source  I  aware  that  combines  the  two  as  a  Lincoln  quotation  is  a  children 's  book  written  in  191 7  by  Charles  M. 
Stevens  entitled  THE  WONDERFUL  STORY  OF  LINCOLN  AND  THE  MEANING  OF  HIS  LIFE  FOR  THE  YOUTH  AND 
PATRIOTISM  OF  AMERICA,  pages  78-79.  Perhaps  that  is  the  book  in  the  White  House  library  to  which  the  President 
referred. 

"When  I  dealt  with  past  White  House  speech  writers,  two  independently  verified  sources  were  required  before  using  a 
quotation.  That  standard  may  have  changed.  " 

It's  one  thing  to  be  pretty  sure  President  Obama  was  unwittingly  peddling  mythical  Lincolniana.  It's  another  to  get  a 
mini-education  on  the  subject  from  scholars  like  Tom  Schwartz  and  Michael  Burlingame.  My  thanks  to  both. 

Anyway,  scholars  be  damned.  As  far  as  the  Internet  is  concerned,  thanks  to  President  Obama,  Abe  owns  the  quote  now. 


This  entry  was  posted  on  Tuesday,  March  23rd,  2010  at  7:20  am  and  is  filed  under  Abe  &  Obama.  Abe  in  Americana.  Bad  quotes.  Michael  Burlingame. 
Scholarship,  Tom  Schwartz.  You  can  follow  any  responses  to  this  entry  through  the  RSS  2.0  feed.  You  can  leave  a  response,  or  trackback  from  your 
own  site. 


7  Responses  to  "Obama  wasn't  quoting  Abe;  he  was  quoting  ..." 

1 .  a  Says: 

March  23rd.  2010  at  2: 11  pm 

i  am  puzzled  as  to  the  repetitive  use  of  quotes  used  by  mr.  obama  while  quoting  lincoln.  is  there  a  subliminal  message 
which  i  am  not  aware?  does  it  make  his  actions  appear  more  worthy? 

2.  George  Ecklund,  Jr.  Says: 
March  23rd.  2010  at  3:09  pm 

So  it  is  fake?  Whaere's  the  news  in  this?  Most  of  what  Obama  does  has  been  fake  and  deceitful.  Remember  the  "All  of 
this  will  be  broadcast  live  on  CSPN"  lies  he  told  dozens  of  times  in  the  campaign?  Remember  the  "reaching  out 
accross  the  ailes"  he  promised?  Remember  "My  administration  will  be  the  most  trasparerent  in  history??Shall  I  go  on 
and  on  and  on?  This  paper  won't  let  me  call  him  a  bare-faced  liar  so  let  me  leave  it  as  this  obama  guy  is  as  about  as 
intellectually  dishonest  as  I  have  ever  seen. 

3.  Mike  Kienzler  Says: 
March  23rd.  2010  at  10:21  pm 

Mr.  Ecklund:  On  the  other  hand,  President  Obama  said  he  would  try  to  pass  what  he  sees  as  an  improved  health 
insurance  system,  and  he  did  exactly  what  he  promised.  I  think  you  need  to  take  a  deep  breath,  enjoy  the  lovely  spring 
weather  and  take  things  a  little  easier.  But  I  do  appreciate  your  comment. 

Wilky:  Sorry,  I've  deleted  your  comments  before,  and  I  just  did  it  again.  Pick  another  user  name  and  e-mail  address 
and  I  might  reconsider.  But  I  might  not,  either. 

4.  Mike  Kienzler  Says: 
March  23rd.  2010  at  10:30  pm 

Mr./Ms.  A:  President  Obama  has  made  it  very  clear  that  he  admires  President  Lincoln,  but  he  certainly  isn't  the  only 
politician  who  has  tried  to  ride  Abe's  coattails.  As  the  late,  great  Sen.  Everett  Dirksen  once  said  —  OK,  is  widely  said 
to  have  said  —  "The  first  task  of  every  politician  is  to  get  right  with  Lincoln." 

Thanks  for  reading,  and  thanks  for  commenting. 

5.  T.  Morgan  Says: 

March  23rd.  2010  at  10:49  pm 

Mr.  Obama  has  been  deceitful  since  he  was  first  elected.  Of  all  the  Presidential  candidates  this  country  has  seen  over 
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"I  am  not  bound  to  win,  but  I  am 
bound  to  be  true.  I  am  not  bound 
to  succeed,  but  I  am  bound  to  live 
up  to  the  light  I  have.  I  must  stand 
with  anybody  that  stands  right — stand 
with  him  while  he  is  right,  and  part 
with  him  when  he  goes  wrong." 

—Abraham  Lincoln 
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